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FOREIGN DEPARTMENT 

IN CHARGE OF 

LAVINIA L. DOCK, R.N. 

DR. HAMILTON'S APPEAL FROM FRANCE 
Despite the enormous sums needed for war costs, war nursing, war charities 
and war wastes, I yet hope that some friend of France may be found who will 
perceive what a lasting and living piece of helpfulness to that brave country, 
staggering under the immense burdens of defense against cruel invasion, it 
would be to help build a new hospital on the land bequeathed to Dr. Hamilton, 
of which we have spoken. Dr. Hamilton's appeal follows: 

MAISON DE SANTE PROTESTANTE OF BORDEAUX AND THE 
NURSING SCHOOL (FLORENCE NIGHTINGALE SYSTEM) 

By Anna Hamilton, M.D. 

This hospital, founded in 1863, recognized by Napoleon the Third 
in 1867, an "et ablissement d'utilite' publique," receives since 1870, 
a yearly allowance from the Bordeaux town Council amounting to 
Fes. 10,000, that is one-fifth of its present annual expenses, the Protest- 
ants of Bordeaux providing for the remainder. There are no debts on 
the hospital at the present moment. 

This Institution consists of: 

1. A hospital department of medicine, surgery, and special diseases 
for men, women and children, with free attendance for the poor Prot- 
estants of Bordeaux, and very low terms for sick Protestants, non 
resident in Bordeaux, especially British, American, Scandinavian 
sailors, who, being Protestants, are very grateful to find a hospital 
which reminds them of their country, and where the English language 
is spoken. Twenty-two doctors, chosen amongst the best of the town, 
are responsible for the medical service of the institution, which has 
also a resident doctor. They are assisted by 6 fully certificated nurses 
and 20 nurses in training (probationers). 

2. A small department of paying patients, including several rooms 
for sick people of moderate means. 

3. A lying-in ward with consultations for infants, created in 1903, 
attended by three visiting "accoucheurs" and one lady doctor. 

4. An out-patient department, created in 1876, receiving poor pa- 
tients of all creeds. An average number of 96 consultations is held 
every month, and numerous operations take place in this out-patient 
department, which receives about 12,000 patients yearly. 
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5. A free provision of remedies, dressings, etc. which enables a great 
many poor people to be cared for at home without being admitted to 
the hospital. 

6. A service of "visiting nurse to the poor," created in 1908, to 
bring attendance to poor people who cannot come to the out-patient 
department. Since the beginning of the war, 475 ill or wounded poor 
people have been visited and attended to at home. They have received 
3440 visits and have been provided with 4068 dressings, ointments, etc. 

7. A service of nurses who attend to ill and wounded people of 
moderate means at their own home, for those not rich enough to take 
a nur.se in the house, but who can pay for one or two hours a day of 
professional attendance. 

8 . A free register for nurses, to answer demands for trained nurses 
and find employment for same. 

9. A school of nurses, created in 1884, reorganized sixteen years 
ago, according to the Florence Nightingale method, receiving paying and 
non-paying pupils of every religion, who follow during two years a 
complete course of study in the hospital, training themselves for serv- 
ice in civil hospitals, clinics, or for private nursing. This school, since 
its reorganization in 1901, has granted 106 diplomas and has 20 pupils 
in training. 

Taking a general view of the history of the Maison de Santd Pro- 
testante we can point out seven important innovations: (a) In 1870 a 
field hospital service, spontaneously offered to the military authorities; 
(b) in 1870-71, public and gratuitous vaccination; (c) in 1876, opening 
of an out-patient department, the first in the town; (d) in 1882, crea- 
tion of the first sanatorium for children in France, at Le Moulleau, 
near Arcachon (now an independent institution) ; (e) in 1884, founda- 
tion of the first nursing school in France, free and gratuitous, which 
was gradually improved to its present state; (f) in 1903, the first con- 
sultation for infants in Bordeaux; (g) in 1908, the first visiting nurse 
for the poor in France began her service, which never since ceased. 

In 1914, directly after the outbreak of the war, one part of the 
building was set aside for the wounded soldiers, under the title of 
"Auxiliary hospital No. 2." On the 1st of May, 1917, this hospital 
had recorded 33,988 days of hospitalization. The civilian service was 
continued nevertheless, giving a total of 20,450 days of hospitalization 
during the same period, whereas the dispensary gave 24,113 consulta- 
tions and the service of the visiting nurse for the poor amounted to 3440 
visits, with 4065 dressings for wounds, etc. The nursing school con- 
tinued, and we had a very large demand for our trained nurees, for 
military or Red Cross Auxiliary hospitals. 
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At the date of December 27, 1914, through the death of Elisabeth 
Bosc, the Maison de Sante" Protestante of Bordeaux inherited the 
"domaine" (small estate) of Bagatelle, situated in the Commune of 
Talence, on the confine of the town, on the national road between 
Bordeaux and Toulouse. The testatrix had on several occasions ex- 
pressed the wish that the Maison de Sante Protestante should be trans- 
ferred to Bagatelle The administration had therefore to examine 
whether this wish could possibly be put into execution; they knew the 
changes which have taken place in hospital technic and that the "park 
hospitals" are now much to be preferred to the ancient type of hospitals, 
which could be described more as "barracks." The administration 
fully realized that the building of the "Rue Cassignol" had been utilized 
to the utmost, and that space was wanting to establish a really modern 
organization, to isolate sufficiently the different departments and to fit 
them up all on the same floor. It appeared also clearly that new serv- 
ices, which would be later on of great use, could never be established 
through lack of space, and that to lodge all the nurses of the establish- 
ment was a practical impossibility. 

Therefore, notwithstanding a high offer which was made to the 
Administration for the purchase of the domaine of Bagatelle, it was 
resolved, for all the reasons given above, to fully study the possibility 
of transferring the whole establishment to the "doma ine" bequeathed 
by Mile. Bosc for that purpose. A plan was prepared, with an esti- 
mate which, in February, 1915, reached Fes 400,000. In 1916, the 
architect declared that, on account of the rise of price for building 
material and workmanship, due to the war, the same estimate would 
be increased by Fes 200,000. At the present date, May, 1917, the 
architect questioned again, answered that the execution of the same 
plan had to be estimated about Fes. 800,000, owing to the tremendous 
increase in cost of all materials. This figure would be reduced, if 
things came back to normal conditions. Yet everything had been 
planned out in the simplest, though modern, view, the new premises 
equivalent to the ancient, with an increase of about 50 beds, that is a 
total of 110 beds, 7 wards and 14 rooms, an out-patient department and 
lastly a nursing school, really well organized, with lecture hall and 
drawing-rooms according to the English and specially the American 
principles. 

En r&um6: The "Maison de Sante de Bordeaux" exists since 54 
years, has rendered great service to the sick of all religions, which caused 
it to be recognized as of public utility by the Govermnent and to receive 
yearly allowances from the Town of Bordeaux. 

It possesses premises, Rue Cassignol, valued at 226,000 Francs and 
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a small estate on the National road to Toulouse valued at 250,000 F. 
It disposes of about 12,000 Francs income, and the annual budget ia 
covered without deficiency, thanks to the generous collaboration of the 
Bordeaux Protestants and the Municipality. 

It is well known in Bordeaux and all through France, for the service 
rendered to poor and needy people. Its nursing school (Florence 
Nightingale System) draws young women from everywhere, its recruit- 
ment is unique in France as regards the education and instruction of 
the candidates, more than half of whom pay their board, in order to 
obtain the privilege of the training in the hospital. The certificated 
nurses of the school are much sought by military and civil hospitals, 
the number of requests has always been greater than the number of 
candidates, especially since the war broke. 

What is wanted at the "Maison de Saute - Protestante de Bordeaux" 
is the means of becoming more modern, of increasing the number of its 
beds, and organizing its school, so that by its nurses it may spread 
over the whole of France, to be equal now and later on to the consid- 
erable misery and illnesses which will be the consequence of the war, 
in the different social classes. 

It is with this aim that it appeals to those who are interested in 
France and wish to contribute in lightening her present and future 
burdens and difficulties. 

I do earnestly trust that this great and urgent opportunity may be met. 
Dr. Hamilton has six months in which to try to raise money for building, and 
if she does not succeed, this beautiful domain, so perfectly adapted for the pur- 
pose may have to be sold, just because France has had too frightful a drain 
during this war. Will anyone ask for help who knows of an opening? 



Communicability of Canceb. — Arthur Hunter, president of the 
Actuarial Society of America, has made a study of life insurance statis- 
tics which indicates that those in attendance on cancer patients do not 
contract the disease in an abnormal proportion. Neither are those 
whose parents, or grandparents, have died of cancer peculiarly subject 
to it. 



